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EAAHNIKA

H EAeuoiva 18pubnke mepi to 2000 m.X. otig mAayi€g
Tou avatoAikou Adgou, piag xapnArig Ao@ooeipdg ot
votiodutikr| ywvia Tou ©pidciou mediou, kovtd otov
EAeuciviakd koo, kal avamtixOnke katd Tn puknvaiki
€moxr| o€ 1I6XUpd oxupwpévn TIOAN. Tnv emoxr| autr
XTIOTNKE TO HUKNVAiIKS péyapo, TToU TAUTIoTNKE JE

Tov MPWTOo vad g Aruntpag, BopeiavatoAikd Tou
Teleopiou TV KAAGIK®OV XPOV®V.

21N YEWPETPIKI TIEpioSo T B£€on TwV ISIVTIKWV OIKIOV
kataAapPdvel o xwpog tou igpou. Tnyv idia emoxi, ota
péoa tou 8ou ai. m.X., n Aatpeia g Bedg amd tomikn

aypoTIKi) €0pTr| amoktd maveMjvio xapaktripa.

2ta xpovia tou ZoAwva (apxEg 6ou al. m.X.) n EAeuciva
nmpocaptdtal opiotikd otnv ABrjva kai ta EAeuaivia
Muotipia kaBigpwvovtal wg abnvaikr goptr. Tnv emoxr| Tou
Meiciotpatou (550-510 m.X.) to 1pS Kal ) TOAN, Sutikd Tou
ASgou, miepiBdAovtarl and Ioxupd Teixog pe TTUPYOUG.

Metd v kataotpor| Tou amd toug Mépoeg (480 m.X.)
To 1EPG avakaividetal Pe TNV avéyepon VEWV KTIpiwy,
Smnwg Tou véou peydlou Teheotnpiou Kal thg XTodg

tou Dilwva, Tou XTIoTNKE otV avatoAikr] TAEupd tou
Teleotpiou évav aidva apydtepa.

H teAeutaia mepioSog akprig Tou 1gpol Tomobeteital
ota pwyaikd xpdvia, 6Tav pwpaiol autokpdtopes
otoAifouv to 1Epd Pe véa Aapmpd oikodoprpata dnwg
ta Meydha MpomuAaia, tig OpiapPikég ayideg, v
Kprvn, vaoug kai Bwpoug.

210 téhog tou 4ou al. p.X. ta Muotrpia mapakpdlouyv,
ev pe v eiofolf twv Bnolyédtéwy tou ANdpixou

TO IEPS PETATPENETAl OE gpEiTa Kal n Aatpeia
gykataleinetal.

TO MOYZXEIO

Ta guprjyata Twv avackag®y Tou 1Epoy Kal Tou SuTikou
vekpotageiou ektiBevtal oto apxaioloyiké Mouaceio,
Tou xtiotnke to 1889 otn votioavatoAikr mheupd tng
aKpPOToAnG.

Mpoauvhiio. Mappdpivn capko@dyog pwHATK®OV XpOvwv
(206 at. p.X.) ye mapdotaon g Orjpag tou Kahudwviou
Kdmpou otnyv kipia éyn wmg. Extibevtar emiong ocuvbeta
Kiovokpava twv Mikpav MNpomulaiwy kar pappdpiva
emtupPia ayysia.

AiBouaoa . Npwtoattkdg apgopéag (650 m.X.) pe
napdotaon g tupAwong tou MNoAlgnuou oto Aaiud
Kal Tou pubou tou Mepoga kal tng Médouoag oto owpa
ou. H «®Pevyouca Képn» (apxég Sou ar. m.X.) amd to
Sidkoopo g lepdg Oikiag. To Yneiopatiké avdylugpo
wwv Pertov (421 m.X).

AiBouaca Il. Aképalo dyahpa tng Bedg Arpntpag,
TPWTATUTTO £pyo Tou TéAoug Tou Sou al. m.X., amd to
gpyaocTripio Tou YAUrTtn Ayopdkpitou. AvaBnpatikd

avdyAuga Tou gikovi{ouv TV «amooToAr)» Tou
TpimtéAepou yia ™ 8iddoon tng KaA€pyelag g yng.

AiBouaca lll. Aképalo dyalpa tou AckAnmiou, MPWTTUTIO
£pyo tou 4ou ai. m.X. Apxaiotiké dyahua Képng mou
KPaTOUOE apXIKA pIa Xapévn orfjepa Aekdvn Pe vepod yia
kaBappoug. Ayalpdtio Mooeidwva, pwuaikd avtiypago
€pyou tou Adoimmou.

AiBouaa IV. Zto kévtpo tng aibouoag, duo yuyiva
mpomAdouata mou avanapiotouy To 1Epd Katd tov 6o al.
m.X. (oTo Katwtepo €MiMeS0) Kal KATA TOUG PWHAIKOUG
xpdvoug (oto avwtepo enimedo). Avo pappdpivol
avSpidvieg pwpainv autokpatdpwy Kal dyaipa tou
Avtivoou, euvooupévou tou Adpiavou.

AiBoucaV. To unepguacikol pey£boug dyaipa
Kioto@dpou Kopng, oto kévipo tng aiboucag, eivai n
pia and tg Svo Kapududeg mou otripidav ) otéyn twv
Mikpwv Mpomulaiwy (log ai. m.X.).

AiBouaoa VI. Ztg npobrikeg tng aibouoag extibevtal
ayyeia kal GAa pikpogupripata and To 1gpd Kal ta
vekpotageia g apxaiag EAevoivag. Avumpoowmetovtal
S\eg o1 @doelg {wrig 0To XWPO, amd Ta MPOICTOPIKA
xpdvia Péxpl Kal TNV uotepoppwpaikr mepiodo. Xtnv
mpoBrikn 21 extiBevtar mhivor kai AiBivor képvol, okeun
XAPAKTNPICTIKA TG EAEUCIVIAKG Aatpeiag.

Eleusis was founded about 2000 BC near the Gulf of Eleusis,
on the slopes of a hill at the eastern end of a low range in
the south-west corner of the Thriasian plain. During the
Mycenaean period it evolved into a strongly fortified city. The
Mycenaean megaron that has been identified with the earliest
temple of Demeter was built at this period to the north-east
of the Classical Telesterion.

In the Geometric period, the site of the private houses was
occupied by the sanctuary area. The local, rural cult of the
goddess acquired a panhellenic character during this same
period, about the middle of the 8th c. BC.

In the time of Solon (early 6th c. BC), Eleusis was fully
incorporated into the Athenian state, and the Eleusinian
Mysteries were established as an Athenian festival. During
the time of Peisistratos (550-510 BC), the sanctuary and the
city, to the west of the hill, were enclosed within a strong
fortification wall with towers.

After it had been destroyed by the Persians (480 BC), the
sanctuary was renovated and new buildings erected, such as
the new, large Telesterion, and the Stoa of Philo, built on the
east side of the Telesterion a century later.

The final period of prosperity enjoyed by the sanctuary was
in Roman times, when the Roman emperors adorned it

1

. Nadg Mpornuhaiag Aptépdog

Temple of Artemis Propylaea

Popaikr) Aukj Roman Court

Kprjvn Fountain

OpiapBikég Apideg Triumphal Arches
MeydAa MponvAaia Great Propylaea
Mikpd MponAaia Lesser Propylaea
Mloutaveio Ploutoneion

Muknvaiké Méyapo Mycenaean Megaron

0 ® NSV A WD

Teheotpio Telesterion

10. Xtod tou Pikwva Stoa of Philo
Il. AkpémoAn Acropolis

12. Mouosgio Museum

13. lepa Oikia Sacred House

B Muknvaii nepioSog Mycenean period
[ | Meiciotpdtela nepiodog Peisistratian period

Kipdveia - MepikAela mepiodog
Cimonian - Periclean period

406 ai. m.X. - EN\nviotikr} epioSog
4th c. BC - Hellenistic period

[ Popdikr mepiodog Roman period

with brilliant new buildings, such as the Great Propylaea,
triumphal arches, a fountain, temples and altars.

At the end of the 4th c. AD the Mysteries went into
decline, and the raid by Visigoths under Alaric converted
the sanctuary into ruins, after which the cult was abandoned.

THE MUSEUM

The finds from the excavations of the sanctuary and the
west cemetery are on display in the archaeological Museum,
built in 1889 on the south-east side of the acropolis.

Courtyard. Marble sarcophagus of Roman times (2nd c.
AD) with a scene of the hunting of the Calydonian Boar on
the front. Also on display are some composite capitals from
the Lesser Propylaea, and some marble funeral vases.

Room |. Protoattic amphora (650 BC) with a scene of

the blinding of Polyphemos on its neck and the legend of
Perseus and Medusa on the body. The “Fleeing Kore” (early
5th c. BC) from the decoration of the Sacred House. The
Rheitoi decree relief (421 BC).

Room Il. Headless statue of the goddess Demeter, original
work of the late 5th c. BC, from the workshop of the

sculptor Agorakritos. Votive reliefs depicting Triptolemos’
mission to spread knowledge of how to cultivate the earth.

Room lll. Headless statue of Asklepios, original work of the
4th c. BC. Archaistic statue of a Kore, originally holding a
bowl, now lost, containing purification water. Statuette of
Poseidon, Roman copy of a work by Lysippos.

Room IV. In the centre of this room are two plaster
models depicting the sanctuary in the 6th c. BC (below)
and in Roman times (above). Two marble statues of Roman
emperors and a statue of Antinoos, the favourite of the
emperor Hadrian.

RoomV. The larger than life size statue of a cistophorus
Kore, in the middle of the room, was one of two Caryatids
that supported the roof of the Lesser Propylaea (Ist c. BC).

RoomVI. The showcases in this room contain pottery
and other small finds from the sanctuary and cemeteries
of ancient Eleusis. All phases of the life of the site are
represented, from prehistoric times to the late Roman
period. In case 2| are clay and stone kernoi, characteristic
utensils of the Eleusinian cults.
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